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T h e  W e d d i n g  C e r e m o n y    

 
This Wedding Service booklet offers many elements and is meant to 

be used as a resource. Many of the entries are optional, and there 

are more elements than would be appropriate in any one wedding. 

For example, there are more than five places for a solo listed in 

order to indicate where a solo is fitting. However, two solos in a 

ceremony is usually considered the maximum. You will want to read 

through the booklet and choose those elements that are most 

meaningful for your lives, your faith and your relationship.  

 

A wedding ceremony is the glad occasion when two people unite as 

husband and wife in the mutual exchange of promises. These 

promises form a covenant. Your wedding ceremony should reflect 

your religious beliefs, your commitment to marriage and your 

personal preferences. 

 

 

PRELUDES 

The organist or musician plays several pieces of music as guests 

arrive. This is also an appropriate place for a solo or solos. Some 

couples choose to have a solo sung at the seating of the groom’s 

parents, or the bride’s mother, which occurs at this time. 

 

PROCESSIONAL 

The Wedding March or other instrumental music may be played, or a 

canticle or anthem may be sung. 

 

GREETING 

Minister: The grace of our Savior, Jesus Christ, and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

People: And also with you. 



 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Dearly beloved, we are gathered here as the people of God to 

witness the marriage of _________ and ________. We come to 

share in their joy and to ask God’s blessings upon them. 

 

Marriage is a gift of God, sealed by a sacred covenant. It is 

therefore not by any to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but 

reverently, thoughtfully, and in the love of God. It is this sacred 

relationship that these two persons have chosen to embrace. 

 

God rejoices with us today as __________ and __________ 

begin their new life together. We offer our love and our prayers 

to them as they now give themselves to each other. 

 
PRESENTING OF THE BRIDE  

Who presents (or gives)_______________ to be married to 

_____________? 

 

The father or friend of the Bride will answer: 

"I do" or "Her mother and I do" 

 

 

PRAYER  

The Minister offers an opening prayer. 

 

 

THE WEDDING PARTY MAY BE SEATED  

(The next portion of the wedding can best be enjoyed by the 

Bride and Groom if they are seated. Bride, Groom, and Wedding 

Party will sit in the front pews. Brief instrumental music is 

played while the Wedding Party sits.) 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING:  

For example:  

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not 

arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful, it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the 

right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. Love never ends... So faith, hope, love abide, these 

three; but the greatest of these is love. (1 Corinthians 13:4-8,13) 

 

Other Biblical sources: 

 

 Genesis 1:26-28, 31; 2:18-24  

 Psalm 127 -- Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it 

labor in vain… 

 Song of Solomon 8:6-7 -- Many waters cannot quench the flame 

of love... 

 Matthew 5:1-10 -- “The Beatitudes” 

 Matthew 5:13-16 -- You are the Light of the world... 

 Mark 10:6-9 -- What God has joined together... 

 John 15:9-12 -- Love one another... 

 Ephesians 3.14-21 

 Colossians 3.12-17 (parts) 

 1 John 4.7-16 (parts) 

 Revelation 19.1, 5-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

READINGS  

A reading can be performed by a friend or family member of the 

bride and groom. It can include writings from books on wedding 

readings, or poems such as Roy Croft’s “I Love You:” I love 

you, not for what you are, but what I am when I am with you. I 

love you not only for what you have made of yourself, but what 

you are making of me. I love you for the part of me that you 

bring out….  
 

A SOLO  
 

VOWS OF INTENTION 

The Minister will say to the Groom: 

_______________, do you take _______________ to be your 

wife; and do you promise to love her and comfort her, to honor 

and keep her, in sickness and in health, and forsaking all others 

remain faithful to her as long as you both shall live? 

 

The Groom will answer: “I do.” 
 

Then the Minister will say to the Bride: 

_______________, do you take ___________________ to be 

your husband and do you promise to love him and comfort him, 

to honor and keep him, in sickness and in health, and  forsaking 

all others remain faithful to him as long as you both shall live? 

 

The Bride will answer: “I do.” 
 

BLESSING OF THE COUPLE (MAY ALSO BE AFTER 

INTRODUCTION OR OPENING PRAYER) 

Minister to Parents: Do the parents of ____________ and 

___________ bless and affirm the marriage between their 

children? 

 

Parents, in unison: We do. 

 

BLESSING OF THE COUPLE (MAY ALSO BE AFTER INTRODUCTION 

OR OPENING PRAYER) 

Minister to Guests: Do the families and friends of _______________ 

and _____________ bless and affirm this marriage? If so will you 

answer, “we do.” 

 

Guests, in unison: We do. 

 

THE EXCHANGING OF ROSEMARY (OR OTHER APPROPRIATE 

CUSTOM)  

(The bride and groom exchange a sprig of rosemary) 

 

______________ and ____________, let this rosemary, the symbol of 

fidelity and remembrance, be a sign of your love and loyalty, to be 

carried here in your hands today, and always in your hearts.   

 

Some couples may choose to give their parents or special persons in 

their lives a rose or other symbol of honor and gratitude. 

 

 
PLEDGE OF SUPPORT (FOR BLENDED FAMILIES)  
It is appropriate for blended families to include the children, if 

present, in the marriage service. A gift to the children is also 

appropriate during the wedding service. 

 

SOLO  

A solo may be sung at this time. 

 

PASTORAL MEDITATION  

A message offered by the Minister.  

 

 

 



 

 

WEDDING PARTY MOVES INTO THE CHANCEL  
(At this time the Bride, Groom, Best Man and Maid of Honor will move up to 

the Chancel with the Minister.) 

 

VOWS OF DEDICATION 
Then the Groom will turn and face the Bride and, holding both 

her hands or her right hand, will repeat in short phrases after the 

Minister: 

 

I, ________________, take you, ________________ to be my 

wife,/ to have and to hold from this day forward,/ for better, for 

worse,/ for richer, for poorer,/ in sickness and in health,/ to love 

and to cherish/ as long as we both shall live. 

 

+   +   + 

 

The Bride will hold the Groom’s hand(s) and repeat after the 

Minister: 

 

I, _______________, take you, ________________ to be my 

husband,/ to have and to hold from this day forward,/ for better, 

for worse,/ for richer, for poorer,/ in sickness and in health,/ to 

love and to cherish/ as long as we both shall live. 

 

 

 

 

EXCHANGE OF RINGS 
The Minister will motion for the rings from the Best Man and the 

Maid of Honor and then say: 

“For centuries the perfect symbol for eternity has been the circle. 

A wedding ring, in shape, is a perfect circle, and it is our prayer 

that these rings will symbolize your love for each other 

whenever your eyes are cast upon them.” 

 

Then as the Bride and Groom exchange rings they will say to each 

other, repeating after the Minister: 

“I give you this ring as a sign of my love and faithfulness.” 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CENTER CANDLE  

The Minister will briefly share the meaning of the ceremony of 

candles. The couple will then step up to the altar and each take a 

candle and light the center candle. The organ will play, or a solo may 

be sung. 

 

This is a time when the couple will light the center candle, and remain 

at the altar alone for as long as they would like for a prayer together, 

words shared only by themselves about this moment, holding of hands 

and thanksgiving to God for the blessings of their lives and this 

marriage. 

 

 

SIGNING THE MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 

The bride and groom, best man and maid of honor will gather to sign 

the marriage license/certificate at the altar.  

 
SOLO  
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER (trespasses) 

 

SOLO  

 

PRONOUNCEMENT OF MARRIAGE 
For as much as ___________ and _____________ have declared their 

love one for the other and have symbolized the same by the giving 

and receiving of rings and by joining of hands, I now proclaim that 

they are husband and wife, in the name of God - Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit.” 



 

 

 

BLESSING  

(The Minister, with hand upon the couple’s hands, will say:) 

The grace of Christ attend you; the love of God surround you; 

the Holy Spirit keep you that you may grow in holy love, and 

find delight in each other always, and remain faithful until your 

life’s end. 

 

May the God of Sarah and Abraham, who watches over all the 

families of the earth, bless your new family and establish your 

home in peace and steadfast love. 

 

BENEDICTION 

(The Minister, to the congregation) 

May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine upon 

you and be gracious to you. May God look upon you with 

kindness and give you peace. Amen. 

 

THE KISS 

The bride and groom kiss. Then they turn and face the guests. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE COUPLE  

The Minister introduces the couple by saying:  

Ladies and Gentlemen, may I present Mr. and Ms. _______ and 

_________ ________(last name). The guests applaud, usually, 

and the Recessional begins. 

 

 

RECESSIONAL  

The guests rise, the bride and groom leave, followed by the 

wedding party as couples. As the wedding couple leaves, they 

may wish to greet their parents with a hug or a rose or other 

appropriate symbol of affection. 

 

 

RECEIVING LINE 
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Note: The following elements could also be included. The Minister 

can explain these entries to you during the pre-wedding meetings: 

 

A HYMN  

This is an appropriate and special way to include guests in the wedding 

service. 

 

WORDS FROM FAMILY AND FRIENDS  

For smaller weddings (fewer than 50 in attendance). The Minister 

invites guests to stand and offer a word about the bride and groom. 

Definite structure and parameters must be followed. The Minister will 

explain in sessions with the couple, if the couple is interested in this 

element.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Communion may be offered for the bride and groom (or for the 

wedding party or for all the guests). While still at the altar, the bride 

and groom turn facing each other. The pastor will take the elements 

from the communion table, say the words and then offer the elements. 

Music plays throughout the lighting of the candle and the communion. 

Afterwards, the couple walks back to their places in the chancel and the 

prayer follows. 

 

 
 

 
 


